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A SERMON. | tion upon earth. Admitting therefore, (what 
att eile pemede, | cannot consistently be denied,) that ‘they are’ 


And these shall go away into everlasting punish- | nations, which it is said should be se : 
ment; but the righteous into life eternal.—Matthew | this circumstance is another forcible jection 
xxv. 46. | to the commonly received opinion, that it is 

In our last discourse upon this subject, a par- | a general judgement, in a future state, which 
ticular illustration was given of the meaning of is described in the passage. The being plac 
the declaration concerning the coming of the | on the right hand and on the deft p 
Son of man with his holy angels, as described | tive terms: and in this parable denete favour, 
in the context. Some notice was also taken of | distinction, and happiness to the former, ‘and 
the separation which it is said should then take | degradation and misery to the lattéy. And ac- 
place. It was remarked that they were nations, | cordingly the sentence proceeds : *¢ Then shail 
and not individuals, which were then to be | the king say untothem on his right hand, Come, 
separated. Before him shall be gathered all | ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
nations, and he shall separate them, that is, the | prepared for you from the foundation of the 
nations. The Greek pronoun autous, trans- world.” According to the view we have taken 
lated them, reters to the Greek noun ethne, ren- | of the passage, the kingdom here mentioned, 
dered nations, as its antecedent, and agrees | into which those on the right hand were to en- 
with it; and there is no other antecedent to | ter is the kingdom of Christ upon earth,—the 
which it can refer. If it be objected, by the | gospel’ kingdom. And well might those be 
classical cfitick that auivas is in the masculine, | pronounced blessed, who should enter iuto this 
and ethne in the neuter gender, the objection is | kingdom, and enjoy its inestimable privileges, 
removed, when it is considered that this mode | and hopes of immortality. This is that king: 
of grammatical construction is common in| dom of the gospel, which was to be preached 
Greek, and consistent with the idiom of that | among all nations fora witness: the kingdom 
language. As for instance, in the 2d chapter | of God which our Saviour declared was nigh 
of Rey. 26th and 27th verses. ‘ And he that | at hand, which some then living should see 
overcometh and keepeth my words unto the | come with power, before they should taste of 
end, to him will I give power over the nations, | death. This is that inheritance of the saints 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.’’— | in light, for which St. Paul exhorts christians 
Here the same original words are used as in | to give thanks to the Father: who (saith he,) 
the passage on which we are now commenting, | hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and made to agree with each other, as no one | and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
will question, although one is in the masculine, | dear Son.” 
and the other in the neuler gender. And this kingdom of gospel grace and salva- 

This then being the plain and necessary con- | tign was prepared, that is, designed and deter- 
struction of the passage, the impropriety of | mined in the purpose of God, from the founda- 
considering it a representation of the proceed- | tion of the world. Hence again, the Apostle 
ings of a future general judgement after death, | to the Ephesians says,“ Blessed be the God 
must be obvious. It has never, I believe, been | and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
supposed that the different nitions of the earth | blessed us with all spiritual blessings in hea- 
will then be separated ; or that the human race | venly places in Christ ; according as he hath 
shall then be placed on the tight hand, er on | chosen in him before the feundation of the 
the left of the judge, according to their national | world ; that we should be holy and without 
character, or according as it shall be determin- | blame befere him in love ; having predestina- 
ed whether they had been born and educated .n | ted us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
one country or in another. “ God, (we are told) | Christ to himself, according to the good pleas- 
has made of one blood, all nations of men, to | ure of his will ; in whom we have redemption 
dwell on all the face of the earth ; and hath de- | through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
termined the times before appointed, and the cording to the riches of his grace.” And then, 
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lest it should be supposed that this gospel king- 
dom or dispensation, consisting in this adoption, 
—these spiritual blessings, according to the 
riches of grace, prepared, designed, and deter- 
mined before the foundation of the world, were 
limited to a certain number; or were to com- 
prehend only a part of the human race, the 
Apostle goes on to show that ultimately all man- 
kind should be gathered into this kingdom— 
be embraced in this reign of gospel grace ; and 
blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ. Hence he says, “ having 
made known unto us, (to us first) the mystery 
of his own will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself ;” (mark 
the Apostles description of this good pleasure of 
God, which he purposed in himself.) ‘ That 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one, all things, in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, aud which 
are on earth, even in him; in whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestina- 
ted according to the purposes of him who work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own will.” 

Although the gospel kingdom of grace, mer- 
cy, and eternal life was prepared from the foun- 
dation of the world in the good pleasure and 
tom of God, yet its blessedness can be 

nown and enjoyed only by those to whom it is 
reyealed,—who believe in end embrace it.— 
Such are the truly blessed who inherit the king- 
dom ; enjoy its inestimable privileges, and its 
glerious prespects. 

It will be seen that we consider those in the 
parable, said to be placed on the right hand of 
the king, as meaning those who in this time of 
separation should be found submitting to the 
reign of the Messiah, who is emphatically King 
in Zion ; and consequently king of all in every 
age, who hear and receive the gospel. So that 
those who are still afar off,—either altogether 
ignorant of Christ and his gospel, or who, like 
the Jewish nation, obstinately reject them, may, 
and shall, yet be brought nigh, by the blood of 
Christ—be “delivered from the power of dark- 
ness, and translated into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son,” “ where grace reigns through right- 
eousness unto eternal life.” 

The cause assigned in the parable, for this 
gracious sentence, will not be considered until 
we have noticed the tremendous sentence pro- 
nounced on those on the /eft hand, which is as 
follows: ‘ Then shall he (namely the king,) 
say also unto them on the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” I need 
not tell you that this sentence has been the sub- 
ject of the most frightful representations of 
what it is confidently asserted, (and sometimes 
with apparent exultation,) will be exhibited at 
the general judgement. It has been dwelt up- 
on, amplified, an urged, with all the powers of 
eloquence. The judge has been represented 
as turning his angry countenance upon the 


world of reprobate wretches on his left hand, 
and pronouncing in a voice which shall rend 
the heavens; and with the breath of wrath 
which shall perpetuate the flames of hell for- 
ever,— Depart ye cursed.” 

But why this angry countenance in him that 
sitteth on the throne ? Why this supposed rage 
and indignation, at this grand consummation of 
human affairs? Has any thing unforeseen, or 
unexpected occurred? Have any of his crea- 
tures, (with reverence let it be said,) have any 
of his creatures injured, or disappointed him, 
or frustrated any of his purposes, No. This 
can never have happened. Why then is the 
judge angry? Why flashes the dread lightning 
in his countenance ? Why is he filled with ha- 
tred, revenge and rage towards his helpless off- 
spring ? He is not ; he never was; he never can 
be a being subject to human passions ; and any 
expressions in the Bible which seem to indi- 
cate such passions or emotions in the Supreme 
Being, are the language of accommodation and 
of metaphor. 

Ifow then are we to understand the sen- 
tence; depart from me ye cursed? &e. Its ap- 
plication to the Jewish nation is obvious, and 
fully accords, not only with the other parts of 
our Saviour’s discourse on this occasion, as we 
have before neticed ; but also with many other 
prophetic descriptions, and figurative represen- 
tations, which evidently allude to the same peo- 
ple, and the same events. Moses prophetically 
declares to the Jewish vation, the evils and 
curses which should come upon them for their 
disobedience and rebellion. “ If thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to 
do his commandments, &e. all these curses shall 
come upon thee, and overtake thee. Cursed 
shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou 
be in the field—the Lord shall send upon thee 
cursing, vexation, and rebuke,—until thou be 
destroyed.” ‘ The Lord shall cause thee to be 
smitten before thine enemies. Thou shalt go 
out one way against them, and flee seven ways 
before them ; and shalt be removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth.” And now mark, I be- 
seech you, (for I cannot refrain from quoting 
this prophecy still further,) mark, in deseribing 
these curses and calamities, how particularly 
he paints out the siege and desolation of Jeru- 
salem. ‘The Lord shall bring a nation upoa 
thee from far, from the end of the earth, a 
swift as the Eagle flieth: a nation whose tongte 
thou shalt not understand: a nation of fierce 
countenance, which shall not regard the person 
of the old, nor shew favour to the young. He 
shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high 
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and fenced walls come down. And thou shalt 
eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy 
sons and of thy daughters, in the siege, and 
the straitness wherewith thine enemies shall 
distress thee. The tender and delicate wome) 
among you, which would not adventure to se 
the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicate 
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ness and tenderness ; her eye shall be evil to- 
ward the husband of her bosom, and toward her 
son, and toward her daug!iter, and toward her 
young one,—and toward her childrea which 
she shall bear ; for she shajl eat them for want 
of all things, secretly, in the siege and strait- 
ness wherewith thiue enemy shall distress thee 
in thy gates.” This last, most revolting cir- 
cumstance, the Jewish historian particularly 
mentions as having literally taken place at the 
siege of Jerusalem. 

I have given this long quotation, because it 
so particularly describes in the prophetick lan- 
guage of Moses, the curses,—that is, the trou- 
bles and calamities, which in after time, would 
come upon the Jewish nation. But the calam- 
ities threatened are all confined to this life, 
without the least intimation of any evils beyond 
it. Is it then to be wondered, that in refer- 
ence to the same people, and the same events, 
the judge, in the prophetick language of the pa- 
rable under consideration, should be represent- 
ed as using the language—Depart from me ye 
cursed? Our Saviour in several other places, 
employs in substance, the same language, when 
it is evident the Jewish people only are refer- 
red to. As for instance, ia the 13th of Luke, 
“ When once the master of the house is risen 
up, and ye begin to stand without and to knock, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us, and he shall 
answer and say uuto you, I know you not 
whence ye are,—depart from me, all ye work- 
ers of iniquity ; there shall be weeping and | 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust 
out.” But they are commanded to depart into 
everlasting fire. Few will contend that this is 
to be taken literally, for what eflect can materi- 
al fire be supposed to have upen an immortai 
spirit, or an incorruptible body? Fire is employ- | 
ed as a figure to denote temporal afflictions and | 
calamities. The Psalmist says, “ Thou O God 
hast proved us, theu hast tried us as silver is 
tried ; thou layest affliction upon our loins: we 
went through fire, and through water.” Again: 
“ The Lord was wroth ; so a fire was kindled 
against Jacob, and anger also came up against 
Israel.” 

In the parable of the wheat and the tares, 
which evidently in its meaning and application 
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But it is declared that this everlasting fire, 
was prepared for the devil and his angels 
You well know, my hearers, what has been the 
common tradition upon this subject ; namely, 
that at a certain period, not precisely ascertain- 
ed, a part of the holy angels in heaven, (the 
number also undefined,) became dissatisfied 
with their situation, and “ self-tempted,” revolt- 
ed from their allegiance to their Maker,—rose 
in opposition to their sovereign,—fomented hor- 
rid rebellion ; and then, to use a military phrase, 
“came on the tug of war.”’ The consequence 
of which was, the rebel host was discomfited, 
subdued, and chained ; and then cast into this 
everlasting fire prepared for them. If concern- 
ing so sacred a subject, curiosity was allowable 
the enquiry might arise, when was this everlas- 
ting fire prepared ? Was it a part of the ori- 
ginal plan of the Creator? Or was if left tobe 
furnished as contingent exigences might re- 
quire? The latter supposition would be af 
impeachment of the divine counsels, and a de- 
nial of the infinite prescience of the Deity.— 
The former represents him as creating legions 
of angels, and placing them near to himself in 
a state of holiness and happiness; but haying 
previously prepared for them a hell of fire and 
brimstone, which he foresaw before he created 
them must be their ultimate destiny, and their 
everlasting habitation! My brethren, I know 
of no language capable of expressing an ideaso 
horrid as this. And yet this is the more ration- 
al supposition of the two; for to deny the un- 
qualified foreknowledge of God, amounts very 
nearly to a denial of his existence ; and to sup- 
pose that he has not provided for every known 
event, isabsurd. But furthermore, admitting 
this everlasting fire to bein another world, and 
that it was prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels, or for the fallen angels, as has been gene- 
rally supposed, how shall we account for its be- 
coming the receptacle, or the place of punish- 
ment, for the human race, contrary to its origi- 
nal designation? It seems that no fiery hell, 
no place or state of future torment was origin- 
ally pravided, or contemplated for mankind.—. 
They were a race of beings made according te 
the primmer, to glorify God, and enjoy him for- 
ever, as their chief end. But in process of 
time, a fatal and unexpected catastrophe hap- 
pened, for which no provision had heen made. 





is parallel with this of the sheep and the goats, 
it is said in the conclusion, “ The Son of man 
shall send forth his Angels, and they shall gath- 
er out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
aad them which do iniquity, and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire,” alluding to the calami- 
ties which would be sent upon the Jewish na- 
tion from the Lord of Hosts ; “‘ whose fire, (says 
the prophet,) is in Zion, and his furnace in Je- 
resalem.”” The meaning of the term everlast- 
ing, will be enquired into in the particular con- 
sideration of the text, to which we have not yet 
arrived, 


Man was found to be a frail and erring creature 
subject to vanity. He becomes a transgressor, 
a sinner, and must be eternally punished ; and 
for this no calculation has been made ! No hell 
—no everlasting fire has been prepared for 
him! (Orthodoxy would not have made such 
a mistake as this in their provision for hereticks. ) 
What now must be done ? Why, there is for- 
tunately, an expedient, unthought of before, 
but which will answer every purpose; let him 
and millions of his unborn posterity be sent te 
the abode of those former rebels, the devil and 
his angels, those high-borm sons of light, for 
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whom alone that habitation was originally pre- 
pared! My brethren, I would net willingly 
treat a serious subject with any degree of light- 
ness ; but although the above theological opin- 
ion, has had the sanction of long tradition, and 
the popular veneration of ages, I can scarcely 
allow it to be a serious one ; because I am con- 
vinced itis not founded either in reason or 
scripture, but in the perversion of both. Who 
can for a moment harbour the monstrous idea, 
that a great part of the human race are finally 
to be sent to a place of everlasting misery, con- 
trary to the original purpose and design of their 
Creator ; and without his foreknowledge also, 
unless we can believe it possible for him to 
know that an event will take place contrary to 
his intention.— Everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. Dr. Adam Clark in his 
commentary has the following remark upon the 
age.—** The devil and his angels sinned 
before the creation of the world ; and the place 
of torment was then prepared for them.” He 
does not tell us from whence he derived this 
knowledge ; the scriptures give no account of 
the angels sinning before the creation of this 
world, or that the place of torment was then 
prepared for them, or that there was any sin or 
misery before that period. Indeed the angels 
here alluded to, it is believed, had no existence 
before the creation of this world. But the 
commentator proceeds and says, “ It never was 
designed for HUMAN souLs.” Now, what is 
the unavoidable inference from this? It is one 
of these two things ; either that God will nev- 
er send any human souls to that place of tor- 
ment, or, else, he will do that which he never 
designed to do! Such are some of the absurdi- 
ties which are necessarily involved in the doc- 
trine of endless punishment in a future state. 

The word devil, which comes from the Greek 
word diabolos, although it has several different 
applications in scripture, most literally means a 
calumniator, or accuser ; as the word satan sig- 
nifies an adversary. Andthey both apply with 
great propriety to the Jews in the deys of our 
Saviour, and especially to the chief priests and 
rulers; who were constantly the calumniators, 
accusers, and adversaries of our Saviour ; and 
may therefore, by an appropriate figure of speech 
be called the devil and his angels; because 
those rulers, and others instigated by them, 
were continually accusing and persecuting 
Christ ; contemning his mission, and opposing 
his doctrine. 

As it must be allowed that this whole dis- 
course of our Saviour has a particular reference 
to the calamities which were coming upon the 
Jews—the destruction of their city and temple 
—the slaughter of the inhabitants—the sub- 
version of their polity—and their subsequent 
dispersion and troubles : so here in this parable 
of the sheep and the goats, as in all others, the 
main and evident object of the symbolick illus- 
tration is principally to be considered, whilst 
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the minor parts, or exteriour appendages of the 
parable should not be too particularly or rigid- 
ly regarded. The main object of this parable 
as well as of the discourse, and of the other 
parables which precede it, evidently was to 
warn the disciples of the approaching calami- 
ties above mentioned, as well as to describe the 
blessedness of the gospel dispensation ; and 
therefore, I think it very reasonable to under- 
stand the strong language, and the bold figures 
employed in the sentence under Consideration ; 
“ Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,” &c. 
as alluding to, and descriptive of the same ca- 
lamities ; which in the counsels and providence 
of God, were prepared, figuratively speaking, 
for the devil and his angels; that is, for the 
Jewish rulers and people, the accusers, adver- 
saries, and opposers of our Saviour and his gos- 
pel. 

We come now to notice the reasons, as_sta- 
ted in the parable, for the two different senten- 
ces pronounced by the judge, upon those on ei- 
ther hand. And the reasons assigned are such 
as must, we think, confirm the truth of the o- 
pinion that it is not a future general judgement 
after death, nor the eternal destinies of men in 
another world, which are here represented.— 
Take notice then, my hearers, when those on, 
the right hand are pronounced blessed, and are 
called to inherit the kingdom, &c. What is the 
reason given for this gracious sentence? It isas 
follows, “‘ for I was an hungered and ye gave 
ine meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink 
&ec.”” This the Proete id of our Saviour did ; 
they followed him, and they ministered unto 
him ; and those who had not this opportunity, 
and yet did the same acts of kindness and hos- 
pitality to others, the judge declares he accept- 
ed, asif done tohimself. But are these acts 
of charity, which are no more than every man’s 
duty, to merit an eternal reward? If so, eter- 
nal life, instead of a free gift, may be claimed 
as a debt; and salvation is not of grace but of 
works. But this the Apostle utterly denies.— 
Good works are indeed profitable unto men, 
in this world, and they have their proper re- 
ward closely connected with them ; buttosup- 
pose that they can entitle us to an everlasting 
inheritance in heaven, is absurd. We might 
as Dr. Franklin has observed to the same effect 
with far more reason, expect to receive an am- 
ple farm, for giving a poor beggar a drink of 
cold water. The eternal song of the redeemed 
in heaven, is declared by St. John, to be, “ Un- 
to him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and his Father.” But why 
should I urge this. Is there a Christian in the 
world who would be willing to have his eternal 
state determined by a sentence which should 
proceed exactly according to his merit and de- 
merit ; his virtues and his vices ; his excellen- 
cies; and his errour, failings, and imperfec- 
tions ? -Certainly not ; rather the most upright 
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would be ready to say with the Psalmist—“ En- 


ter not into judgement with thy servant, O, 
Lord, for in thy sight shall no man living be 


justified.” “ My hope is in the tender mercy of 


the Lord. I will make mention of his loving 
kindness, and of that only.” 

So likewise, when those on the left hand are 
pronounced cursed, and commanded to depart ; 
the same reasons, reversed, are mentioned as 
the cause. ““ For I was an hungered, and ye 
gave me no meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me no drink,” &c. 

These statements do indeed show the great 
importance of hospitality, kindness and compas- 
sion, among mankind in this world ; and in the 
exercise of which, especially towards Christ 
and his followers, the Jews were almost totally 
deficient ; being haughty, hard hearted, covet- 
ous and cruel; as many, who make high profes- 
sions of sanctity, are at the present day ; espe- 
cially towards those who differ from them in re- 
ligious opinions. But that the neglect of these 
kind offices, subjects to endless misery in an- 
other world, can be sustained by no rule of e- 
quity, nor upon any principle of the christian 
religion ; which inculcates forgiveness and rec- 
onciliation, and which teaches that eternal life 
is the free giftof God. But at the same time 
the entire absence of these social virtues, and 
acts of common humanity, compassion and 
charity, indicate a very degenerate and corrupt 
state of society ; sufficient to account for the 
severe chastisements of heaven in the dispen- 
sations of divine providence in this world. 

Our Saviour came, in the first place, to the 
Jews, but they rejected him ; he came unto his 
own, but they received him not. His gospel 
was proclaimed to them, to reclaim them from 
their degeneracy and corruption, but they put 
it from them, and judged themselves unworthy 
of everlasting life ; they knew not the day of 
their visitation, nor the things which belonged 
to their peace, and they were therefore hid 
from their eyes, and wrath and desolation came 
upon them to the uttermost. 

We now come to the text, with which this 
whole discourse of our Saviour is concluded.— 
“And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment ; but the righteous into life eter- 
nal.” Jt is remarkable how similar this conclu- 
sion is with that of the parable of the tares and 
the wheat, in the 13th chapter ; which is evi- 
dently upon the same subject—the calamities of 
the Jews, and the blessedness of the gospel 
kingdom, or dispensation. That concludes thus, 
— them which do iniquity, shall be cast into 
a furnace of fire : And then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the Sun in the kingdom of their 


| punishment declared in the text be only tempo- 
ral, and is to be referred to the calamities of 
the Jewish nation in this world, why is it called 
an everlasting punishment. In answer to which 
| it may be remarked that such language as “ ev- 
| erlasting,” “ eternal,” “ forever,” &c., was fa- 
| miliar to the Jews, and is common in the scrip- 
| 
| 
' 
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| 
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tures, when only a limited duration is to be un- 
derstood. Hence the everlasting bills and moun- 
tains ; everlasting possession of Canaan, everlas- . 
ling priesthood, statute, ordinance, covenant, 
&c. To the Hebrews; it was promised that 
they should possess the land of Canaan forever ; 
they were to be made an eternal excellency ; 
which is explained by saying, a joy of many na- 
tions. Aaron and his sons were appointed to 
the priesthood, to burn incense before the Lord 
forever. Joshua burnt Ai, and made it a heap 
forever. Jeremiah declares of the city of Je- 
rusalem, that it shall remain forever. And by 

















Father.” 

The particular and careful illustration which 
we have endeavoured to give of the whole sub- 
jeet, in the four discourses which it has occu- 
pied, renders it unnecessary to dwell long upon 
this last verse. But it may be asked, if the 


the prophet Ezekiel, the Lord says of the sons 
of Jacob, “they shall dwell in the land which 
I have given them, they and their children and 
their childrens’ children, forever ; and my ser- 
vant David shall be their prince forerer ; and I 
will place them, and multiply them, and will 
set my sanctuary in the midst of them forever- 
more.” Jonah, describing his situation in the 
deep, which, according to the history, was but 
three days, says, “ The earth with her bars, 
was about me forever.”” But why should I mal- 
tiply passages of scripture to this effect, when 
to cite them all, would (toemploy the same fig- 
ure,) be an endless task, and make this discourse 
an everlasting one. The words “ everlasting 
punishment,” therefore, in the text do not ne- 
cessarily imply that it shall be endless, but on- 
ly that it shall be of long continuance. Cruden 
in his concordance, observes, that ‘ the words 
eternal, everlasting, forever, are often taken for 
a long time, and are not always to be understood 
strictly.” 

But it is said that the word used to denote 
the duration of the punishment of the wicked, is 
in the original, the same word that is employ- 
ed to express the duration of the happiness of 
the righteous in a future state. That it is the 
same word which is used in both cases, is ad- 
mitted ; but that a future state, either of pun- 
ishment, or of happiness, is immediately refer- 
red to in either case, isnot admitted. That the 
happiness of heaven will be endless, we are 
fully assured. But in the text, as well as in 
other parts of this discourse, the punishment 
and miseries of the Jewish nation, are evident- 
ly placed in contrast with the happiness of 
Christians, under the light, and in the enjoy- 
ment of the blessings of the gospel, whieh re- 
veals the true knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
Christ,—which is declared to be fife eternal.— 
While therefore the unbelieving and perverse 
nation of the Jews were to go away into ever- 
lasting, that is, a very long and grievous pun- 
ishment and dispersion, the righteous—the true 
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believers in Christ, who is their wisdom and 
righteousness, should enjoy the blessings of the 
gospel kingdom, or dispensation, and possess 
that eternal life which is found in the knowl- 
edge of God, and in the manifestations of his 
favour and loving kindness. Did time permit, 
it might easily be shown that even allowing that 
the word eternal inthe latter clause of the text, 
is to be understood as declaring the endless hap- 

iness of heaven, it would not necessarily fol- 

w that the same word prefixed to punishment, 
in the first clause, must also denote an endless 
duration. The signification must be determin- 
ed by the connexion, and the nature of the case 
or subject ; and by a comparison with other 
passages. One in particular I will here cite, 
which, it will be seen, is full to the purpose. 
It isin the 3d chapter of the prophet Habak- 
kuk, as follows: *“* God came from Teman ;— 
and the holy one from mount Paran. His glo- 
ry covered the heavens, and the earth was full 
of his praise. He stood and measured the earth 
—he beheld and drove asunder the nations ; 
and the everlasting mountains were sc:tered, 
the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are ever- 
lasting.” Here then, in the same sentence, the 
same word must be understood differently.— 
The terms.“ everlasting” and “ perpetual,” as 
applied to mountains and hills, must have a 
limited meaning ; but the same term everlasting 
in the latter clause, as applied to the ways of 
God, must signify an unlimited duratiou. His 
‘ways are everlasting. 

We have finished our illustration of this im- 
portant subject, founded on the noted passage 
chosen as the text. We have examined it in 
its connexion with the whole preceding con- 
text. We have viewed it in all its relations, 
in all its references and bearings. And in the 
interpretation, and the application made, the 
whole appears to us consistent, connected, and 
rational. A different view of it, we think, in- 
volves contradictions, and must therefore be ut- 
terly inconsistent with truth. Ifthe doctrine of 
endless punishment be true and salutary, we 
wish not to reject it. If untrue, and dishonour- 
able to the character of God, and consequent- 
ly of pernicious tendency, we cannot choose to 
embrace or advocate it, however popular it may 
be, and however disreputable it may yet be to 
deny it. 
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‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”’ 





REVIEW OF AMICUS, NO 2. 

In my last I inserted a third letter from Amicus, ap- 
parently designed as a reply to my review of his other 
two. As I said before, his communications contain 
some very good things. I think very well of the abili- 
ties of my correspondent; and I wish every man had 
a little more of one virtue of which he possesses a good 
share—candour. I must however tell him, the size 





of my paper requires bigp to take ‘* lersure to he brief” 


and give us muilum in parvo. I shall be glad to hear 
from him often, I care not how closely my sentiments 
or my writings are scrutinized. 

With his first paragraph I have no particular fautt 
to find. Iam unable to find any essential difference 
between the conclusions to which he has arrived and 
the statements against which he reasons. The fact on 
the subject there agitated, 1 apprehend to be this.— 
Mano is a finite being ; he must therefore be limited in 
his mental powers; but he alse has some powers, ‘sut 
their extent is not yet learned. Let man go to work, 
legrn, what he can do, and then it may easily be de- 
termined, whether I have supposed him to have more 
power than he has. 

The second paragraph of this article deserves notice 
because it has apparently, in the estimation of Amicus, 
caught me in something like false reasoning. In my 
review I state man loves trath; that even the foul 
would prefer truth to falsehood, were he to see both 
together. I also say that man is capable of ascertain- 
ing truth, and of distinguishing it from falsehood.— 
Amicus is at a loss to determine if these statements be 
true, ** how it happens that errour has so many vota- 
ries at her shrine ?” There is no difficulty in this. ‘To 
have power to discover truth, or to be made capable 
of obtaining such a power, is one thing; to exercise 
that power, is auotherthing—very essentially different. 
Now I believe man is capable of distinguishing trath 
from falsehood, that is, in must of the subjects which 
can be submitted to human observation, and the rea- 
son why we have so much errour in these things, is 
that we do not use the avility given us, or if we do it 
is wasted on subjects which we ean never fathom. I 
would have man draw the line between the world of 
reality and the world of conjecture, and have himstady 
the former diligently, if he cannot leara the whole let 
him at least learn something. The latter may be de- 
livered over te poets, priests, prophets and misan- 
; thropes, to be peopled with just such beings as they 
may choose to ereate. 

The point which Amicus seems anxious to establish 
is one which nobody, in his senses, can, or will presume 
to deny. It is simply that man has mach weakness as 
well as some strength. Every body knows this. His 
objections tome seem to have arisen from the fact, 
that I alter the collocation ef a few words in his state- 
ment. For while he ina loud voice says, man has Moc# 
weakness and barely whispers he has also somestrength, 
I in a uniform tone, say,“ man has much strength and 
also some weakness” Both our posilions are right. 
Amicus seems anxious to make all feel their weakness, 
while I wish to have all feel their strength as well as 
their weakness. Mankind have heard nothing for ages 
but their fallibility, their utter inebility to judge of 
truth. It is time to speak a different language, that 
they may rise from the pitiable cofditiow into which 
such lessons, injudigiously pronounced, have plunged 
them, to a just self respect and to a just confidence ia 
their own powers. 

The third paragraph is very well. It varies little 
from what'I believe to be correct. Amicus in this 





paragraph grantp all the liberty for which Lasky The 
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fAurth peregraph however deserves more notice, not 
beeause it is more important, but as it teuches upon 
some points of reasoning, which I have adopted which 
may neéd more explanatiow than! Lave hitherte af- 
forded. 


Amicus says, [ “seem to scraple their being any 
other source of knowledge than nature.” Ido. But 
did I understand thé term nature in the sense he does, 
I should net. Nature, in the sentence of mine to which 
he alludes, stands for the universe, with all its laws, 
dependencies and counections, not as we may suppose 
tature was some thousand centuries ago, but as it has 
been and as itisnow. I suppose mau to be in a state 
of nature now as much as ever he was, that the eavaze 
is no more in the state of natare than he, whom we 
call civilized. Hence there is ne going backward or 
forward we are to take things as they are. 

T cannot help smiling at the fear Amicus has of go- 
ing back. I know not whence comes this fear. It can- 
oot be from his aversion to labour, his letters amply 
refute such a notion. Now alll wish of him, or of 
amy other one, is to look carefully at the various reli- 
gious notions which vow prevail, and fully, that is so 
far as can be, testjtheir correctness, and to embrace 
and defend all that he convinces himself, is true. But 
1 am averse to taking up opinions as we find them and 
yielding, or pretending te yield them assent without 
examining their claims upon our credence. If Amicus 
wauld recommend this course he and | differ and pro- 
hably ever shall. 

But Amicus thinks I have involved myself in diffi- 
culty—I mean to look out for that. I say mature is 
the only source of knowledge. But I profess to beiieve 
in the existence of God, and that too, when I say na- 
ture is unable to teach us his existence. How shall 
this be reconciled? Ans. The existence of God is a 
matter of faith and not of knowledge. We believe he 


| bible rests on demonstration or appeals to the opera~ 


| 
| 


earth, though it may be true, we must say it is onlyi= — 


exists but we do not know it, at least I do not, what- | 


ever may be the case with others. 


But there.is another point which Amicus has indi- | 


rectly stated. He enumerates a number of events 
which are said to have taken place, mentions several 
individuals of whom he says he has heard, as Washing- 
t4n and Bonaparte, &c. and asks if he has no “ knowl- 
edge eonverning them.” I supposed that Aimicus was too 
much ofa metaphysician te ask stich a question. ‘ But 
is not information knowledge ?” This depends on what 
is meant by information and also the particular sense 
in whieh the term knowledge is understood. When | 
have the testimony of a man, I believe to be worthy 
of credit, I receive his testimony. If one, whom I have 
every reason I can have, to believe honest and compe- 
tent to judge,that is, has a discriminating mind, relates 
an event which he might know and which he had no 
interest to misrépresent, I rely on his telation with 
nearly the same eonfidence I should had the event come 
under my own observation. 
But we may as weil look at the point at once. By 
this indirect cdurse Amicus would design to show the 
bible of revelation is knowledge. This] shall deny- 


| guity of legal phraseology, about it. It issimply fora 





The truth of the bible isa matter of belief or unbelief 


; 
| tions of nature which come or may come under our ob 


and there are perhaps as many who disbelieve it as 
who believe it. Amicus may know itto be true, at least 
I do not know he does not, but I know I do not, thoug!t 
I may believe it given by inspiration. So far as the 




































































servation, it may be called a source of knowledge.— 
But thus far it is not to be distinguished from nature 
for it is in factthe same. When it quits this world” 
and tells us of anether, treats of things we cannot see, 
and of things unconnected by any known tie with 


matter of faith, it may or it may not be so,we can only 
believe. 

On the source of knowledge, much may be said. 1 
conceive the only inlets of knowledge, are our senses « 
certainly the only objects these car receive, are the 
objects of nature. We may imagine a thousand things, 
we may believe a thousand things out of the courseof 
nature, but such things ere matters of faith, and not of 
knowledge. The speculative parts of a religious creed, 
viz. the existence of God, our accountability to him, 
and our final destination, or a future state of existence, 
together with the truth of revelatiow, are all matters 
of faith, and not ef knowledge. I will nat say, the 
inspired persons, who have given us the bible, did net 
know ; but as we caa never pessibly determine wheth- 
er they did, or could know, their record becomes to us 
simply a matter of faith; and all.we can know, is, 
whether they actually told the things they are said to 
have told,or not. This is a matter of testimony, and 
if Amicus will have it, that what-he terms information, 
is a matter of knowledge, he may, and my position will 
still remain true,—* gature isthe only source of know]. 
edge ;” though indeed, revelation may afford evidence 
for faith. 

Amicus says I “ ridicule such rules of government 
as his speculations would form,” and he attempts to 
show mine are equally ridiculous. I stated, God will 
pronounce ne maa just, until he is just. The process 
of justification, according to my views, is very simple. 
No obscurity, no happy uncertainty of law, nor ambi- 


man to be just, and God will justify him. But, Ami- 
cus says, on my principles, a “* man may eseape punish- 
ment.” And pray, does not the sinner escape punish- 
ment when Christ is punished for him, as the doctrine 
of imputed righteousness supposes’? Say I am a sinner. 
I deserve a certain amount of punishment. Christ en- 
dures that for me. Do J suffer? Christ has paid the debt, 
I am therefore permitted togo free. But one thing now 
is wanting, my personal character is unholy, What shall 
be done? Why, Jesus Christ’s character is holy. God 
says let that holy character be attributed to me. Ami- 
cus would say, I am now holy in virtue-of this imputed 
righteousness of Christ. Bat when we reflect that ho- 
liness is of a personal character, it will be perceived 
that my own character has undergone no réal change. 
And should God pronunce me holy, just, or justified, 
merely because Christ was holy, he would pronounce 
me thus, whén in fact I was the reverse. I caphot be- 
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jieve God will ever do this. This is accounting things 
which are not as though they were. 

But Amicus says, on my notions the sinner may es- 
cape, though “ he have transgressed every moral obli- 
gation.” How: Why, “he may come into the court, 
acknowledge he has done the act of which he is accu- 
sed, but may justify himself by saying, “1am not now 
transgrezsing. [am now just. To punish me for what 
is just, is wrong. Or, to punish me now, would be pun- 
ishing the just, would be punishing the righteour, and 
as I am now at peace, violating no law, 1 ought to be 
acquit 

If Amicus will grant me one thing,I will say the 
plea of the sinner is sound, and should be received as 
satisfactory. Only let it be.a real faci that he has re- 
formed and 1s just, when he makes this plea, and I will 
contend he should be released. Earthly courts can ne- 
ver have this knowledge, they must therefore take such 
measures as will protect society from his violence. The 
welfare of the many is paramount to the welfare of 
one. Wisdom must select the best means to promote 
the.greatest happiness for the greatest number. This 
is the rule with society. If punishment be necessary, it 
must be inflicted, though in a well regulated country I 
believe it unnecessary and cruel. But this can never 
be said of God. He knows whether the person is re 
formed or not, whether he is just or not, and us al! he 
requires is, that we be just, when we are so, we shall 
be justified. Say one has sinned. What then? If you 
admit punishment, say he will be punished enoagh to 
reform him. Say he is now reformed, what more ?— 
Nothing. God forgives the wrong he has done. blots 
out the memory of that wrong, and he is now accept- 
ed as just, justified, holy and righteous, What has the 
work of Chrisc to do in this? Ist. He assures us God 
will thus forgive and accept those who reform. 
This assurance, togetier with other things he taught, 
with his example, and his death and resurrection 
which confirmed the whole, has a tendency to pro- 
duce this reform. Christ thus brings us to repentance 
or produces righteousness in us, thus he is said to be 
“ our righteousness,” 

But Amicus fruitful in objections and filled with a 
yaudable zeal to defend himself, attacks through the 
medium of this argument of mine, my favourite tenet 
the final salvation of all nen. He says, * al! do not 
become righteous anteriour to the termination of this 
mundane existence; the means of holiness extend not 
beyond this life. How then can all become just?” [ 
would thank Amicus to bestow a little attention upon 













































Qnd, 


is most shamefully neglected. How does he know * the 
i.e.tmeans of holiness do not extend beyond this life ?”"— 


believe the reverse, and my reasous are here: God is 
) holy, will he be displeased to see his children like him- | 

self? Will he ever place his own offspring beyond tlic 
reach of holiness? An infinitely g6od God place those | 
€@ lias made, those he has commanded to be righteous, 
im @ situation where they must eternally remain ua- 
righteous? Will he who delights in goodmess ever pre- 
Vent bis own offspring from growing better ? 


( 


the middle term of his syllogism, for as it now stends, it | 


I know no reasén why mankind, if they retaia their 
moral and intellectua) nature, in another world, may 
not improve there as well as here, and if they have 
the means and do not use them, that is another thing, 
to which we will attend when labouring to prove all 
will be saved. But there iso other name than the 
name of Jesus given under heaven whereby men must 
be saved. Very well. Under heaven, that is, on the 
earth, during life, though there may be other names in 
eternity. But who dure say Jesus may not be as effi- 
cient to save us afler death as before? Name of Jesus 
means doctrine of Jesus, and there is no other dortrine 
by which any can be saved, for it isthe doctrine of 
3ut who can say this has no ef- 
ficiency after death. God will have all men to be sa- 
yed. His will must be done. Ifall de not become 
righteous here they must hereafter; and I dare not 


life and immortaiity. 


limit the Almighty, I dare not say he has but one set of 


means for our salvation, and that he can use this set on- 
ly in one place. 

The remainder of this article is answered in my oth. 
er review of Amicus, He has said nothing :new here 
and I have now neither time nor inclination to add any 
thing to what I havejthere presented my readers ; and 
Ihave another reason, the doctrine of imputed right- 
eousness makes part of my essay on Christianity and 
will tuere be amply discussed when! get through a 
few discusssous | have on hand so that I can progress 
with it. Most if not all that is written about the law 
and justification by the law, or by faith, rejates to the 
eatly controversies, either between the Christians and 
Jews, or the foliowers of Paul and the J udaizing Chris- 
tians. Let Amicus follow out this thought and the 
rules | before gave him, and] think he will agree with 
me, that a man must become just to be so pronounced 
ty his heavenly Father and with the Apostle that 
* without holivess shall no man see the Lord.” 

J hope to hear from Amicus often. But he must not 
think himself negieeted, if 1 do not reply to every 
thing he may write. If he would compress his 
thoughts within a smaller compasg and net amplify 
quite so much, his style would possess more real beau- 
ties and be read with more interest. He sometimes 
travels too far for a word when he might get a better 
one nearer by—bettcr because more familiar to his 
readers. With these remarks we dismiss the article 
under review, hoping Amicus whoever he may be, 
will not in the expectation of having Christ’s righte- 


ousness imputed to him, neglect to procure any of his 


| own.—Epiror. 


When he proves this, I will notice his question. | | 


FOURTH OF JULY. 

On Saturday, the fourth, the firing of can- 
nan, the merry peal of the bells, reminded us 
the anniversary of our national jubilee was 
to be celebrated by our citizens, with its usual 
demonstrations of joy and patriotism. We be- 
gan to catch a little of the enthusiasm of the 
day, and were going back to the “times that 
tried men’s souls,” and were beginning to re- 
count the incidents of that magnificent strug- 
gle for liberty, the story of which, it is hoped, 
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is familiar to every American school boy. ‘The 
present—the present was delightful—10 or 12 
millions freemen all having these recollections 
more enobling than any patent of kings 
or hereditary claims of blood, all having the 
most animating hopes for the future. A free 
government, liberal institutions, a flourishing 
country, wealth and population gradually in- 
creasing, patriotism kindling in every bosom— 
surely we may indulge the festivities of the 
day, and rejoice in the gift of the All-wise. 

And on this day there will be harmony, we 
thought, just as we were enquiring which of 
the religious societies of our village were to 
be honoured by the privilege of having the 
citizens occupy their house for the celebration. 
Surely religion and patriotism may be in the 
same bosom, and we scarcely thought it would 
be necessary to ask for a house. We suppos- 
ed they would at once be offered. How was 
it? Our Presbyterian friends, who have the 
largest and most commodious house, when re- 
quested to loan it, refused. We felt indignant 
that a religious society would refuse its meet- 
ing house to the citizens, to commemorate that 
day so dear to us all. But they had an excuse 
—they were going to celebrate it in a religious 
way. 

We should be the last to speak against reli- 
gion, though, as a man and asa citizen of a 
free government, we cannot but disapprove of 
much which passes under its name. Far as 
we can learn, the Presbyterians have made a 
simultaneous movement turoughout the Unit- 
ed States to celebrate the fourth of July in a 
pious manner; and they have done so when- 
ever they could. There is something about 
this which is wrong: not the piety, but the 
particular characters which lead the celebra- 
tion. To celebrate in a religious manner the 
clergy becomes necessary, and it gives the 
priests a chance to teach politicks, to recom- 
mend their christian party in politicks, and to 
point out the means to carry their plans into 
execution. 

The effect of these new measures, or of this 
new way of celebrating this day, will be, that 
the priests will be the sole managers, and the 
people will have to imbibe their political no- 
tions from the clergy. The civilians must 
stand back ;—statesmen must be silent, and 
all must listen to the sacred orator. Now we 
know the policy of the clergy. History shows 
that they never preach any political doctrine 
which may interfere with their own interest. 
Priests are monarchists, or republicans, demo- 
crats or aristocrats, just as their interests re- 
quire ; but their real object is the accumula- 
tion of power. We will not say they do not 
want power in order to be useful; but since 
history has informed us power is unsafe in the 
hands of those who plead exemption from the 
ordinary frailties of life, and who are govern- 
ed by the laws of another world more than by 











those of this, we think’ community cannot 
watch too closely the craft and the measures of 
these men. The new mode of celebration 
makes the clergy necessary; thus increases their 
power, and must be viewed with suspicion by 
all who mark the signs of the times. 





EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 

We take the following from the Utica Evan- 
gelical Magazine, a paper we noticed some 
weeks since. 

“Our reatlers will recollect that about two 
years since a controversy took place between 
the Magazine and the Gospel Advocate, then 


edited by Br. L. S. Everett; on the subject of « 


the Convention. Since then we have seldom 
named or adverted to that paper; from which 
some have inferred the existence of enmity in 
our mind towards either the paper or its Kdit- 
or. We therefore take this opportunity to ob- 
serve, that though we were unwillingly drawn 
into that controversy, we believe we had the 
best end of it; but we neither treasured up, 
nor have we ever harboured, the least degree 
of enmity towards the Advocate or its conduc- 
tors. —Aad although we think its present Edit- 
or, Br. O. A. Brownson, is erroneous in some 
of his views of Christianity, and his manner of 
treating the subject, yet in general his paper is 
conducted with ability, and the matter of it in- 
teresting and instructive ; and we cordially re- 
ciprocate all the friendly feeling and good will 
manifested by the above editor in a late notice 
he has taken of the Evangelical Maguzine.”’ . - 

We thank Mr. Skinner for the notice, tho’ 
we may differ from him in our opinion respect- 
ing which had the best end of the controversy to 
which he alludes: aud we cannot but think he 
would have shown more maguanimity if he be- 
lieved himself the conquerer, not to have been 
the mouth piece of his own triumph over his fal- 
len opponent. 

We thank Mr. Skinner for the friendly feel- 
ing he has manifested towards our person. He 
frankly says he believes some of our views of 
Christianity, and our manner of treating the 
subject are erroneous. We wish he would just 
as frankly tell which of our opinions are erro- 
neous, and frankly give his reasons for believ- 
ing so. 

I am not displeased to find some of my sen- 
timents are different from his; for he certainly 
has some [ should not wish to own: and When 
he wishes, I am ready to point them out, but 
it is of no great consequence. 


It has a liberal patronage, and we believe, an 
increasing one. Perhaps it will not be saying 
much ; but I think his paper, since the com- 
mencement of the third volume, has a visible 
improvement. It assumes a higher and more 
ivdependent tone, and exhibits a good share of 
talent. We wish the paper success. Not, of 
course, to the injury of the Advocate. But 


+ 


His paper is res 
spectable, and we believe, is doing much good.” 
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there is room enough for us all, and any little 
jealousies of ‘this kind, ate unworthy the dig- 
nity and sacredness of our cause. We wish 
€very paper in our connection could double the 
list of subscribers ; and if all but ours could do 
it, we:should still be glad: for we should be- 
lieve truth Was spreading, and the condition of 
man grewing better. May we all “‘ endeavour 
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
peace.” —Ep. 





BLACK RIVER ASSOCIATION. 

The minutes and proceedings of this Associ- 
<iation, would have been given in our last, but 
were not received till our paper was nearly all 
in type. We attended the meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, and can truly say it was a pleasant one. 
The brethren there, received us with pleesure, 
and with cordial hospitality. The eause—the 
cause so dear to every philanthropist, seems ad- 
vancing at a pleasing rate in that section. Our 
ministering brethren there are not numerous, 
but they appear to be faithful, and successful. 
They were all strangers, except by report, to 
ourself; but we trust the slight acquaintance 
we formed, will be ripened into a lasting friend- 
ship. By the by, we cannot forbear expressing 
the hope, that our divisions and altercations are 
over, and that we shall again “‘ behold how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.”” Universalists in this state, for 
these three or four years past, have been deeply 
afflicted. Division had come in among them, 


and brother become cold to brother; but that | 


time is gone we hope, and we think we already 


see the sun of peace beaming from behind the , 


dispersing cloud which has darkened our pros- 
pects ! 
We had occasion to visit the village of Wa- 


tertown, six miles from the place where the As- | 


sociation met. We have neither time nor room 
to déseribe it, but we think it one of the most 
pleasant and most flourishing, among the uu- 
merous villages of this state. 
ness and urbanity of the inhabitants, give the 
place its charms. 
versalists, who having a neat and commodious 
house for worship, and enjoying the labours of 
our highly esteemed Br. Pitt Morse, ‘ whose 
praise is in the churches,” presented to us a 
picture the most pleasing we saw in our tour, 
and one which we could but envy, though we 
are not invidious. —EpiTor. 





ENCOURAGING. 

Our friends in Genoa, Cayuga Co. N. Y. 
have resolved to build them a house for wor- 
ship. They have the requsite sum subscribed, 
and anticipate being able te put up the frame, 
and enclose it this season. This contemplated 
house, which we have no doubt, will be 
erected, will set an example that other socie- 
ties may follow. It will be the first Univer- 
‘salist meeting house erected within a circuit of 


But, the kind- | 


There is a society of Uni- | 


fifty miles either way from it: at least we are 
not aware of there being any in that distance. 
And yet, no section of country hasa much 
larger share of liberal minded men. Why is 
this so? 

_ The society at Genoa is in a flourishing condi- 
tion, and itis too, one of the most pleasant— 
perhaps we say so because we have lived with 
them, and shared their kind offices. May they 
go forward, and may the Lord prosper them in 
their lacdable undertaking. —EbiTor. 





To CorresronpeNnts.—Br. W. I Reese is 
informed his very acceptable letter is received, 
for which he will please accept our thanks. It 
shall appear in our next. We hope he will 
| continue his communications, and that he will 
| do what he can to correct our errours, and pre- 
| vent usfrom misleading our readers. We wish 

him to keep as cool as he can, for it will give 
We must re- 





| more weight to his arguments. 
quest him to send us short articles. If he has 
| much to say, let him take time for it. We 
want to write some ourself, and we wish tb 
| give all our correspondents a place. But our 
| correspondents will, upon reflection,perceive an 
| article of one page and half, is as long as is 
profitable. If longer ones are sent, we shall 
| not feel ourself bound to insert them. Amie 
we trust, will let us hear from him again. A. 
; C. must not be idle. His friends Mr. 8. and 
Mr. I. may think themselves neglected. 





We have received from Br. Kneeland a pam- 
| phlet containing an appeal to the Universalists 
, 00 the subject of excommupication for differ- 
| ence of opinion. It is an able, judicious, and 
candid appeal, and tho’ we would not be under- 
stood as subscribing to every sentiment it con- 
tains, we can say as we have said before, we see 
nothing that is offensive to our orthodo We 
see nothing which requires us to deny him the 
Christian name. We shall take the opporte- 
nity to present the pamphlet with a review of 
| it, to our readers, soon. 





To James Luckey No. 4, shall appear in 
our next. 


| Notice.—Those subscribers who have 
vailed themselves of the time allowed for the ad- 
vance price to be received have our thanks, 
and we should have been highly gratified if 
all had done so. Those who have not yet 
paid are informed that $1,50 will be accepted 
for the paper, if forwarded soon. The pub- 
lisher, grateful for the liberal patronage afford- 
ed him by ;the publick, is willing ‘to be as in- 
dulgent as he can consistently with the inter- 
ests of the paper. Agents will therefore ex- 
ercise some discretion on this subject, and if 
paid soon they will tax our subscribers only 
$1,50, though our terms would allow us to 
exact $2,00. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


MINUTES 
Of the proceedings of the Black River Associ- 
ation of Universalists, convened in Rutland, 
Jefferson Cqunty, N. Y. June 10th, 1829. 
Met at the house of Col. Tucker. Address- 
ed the throne of Grace with prayer, by Br. A. 
Wood. Organized the council, by choosing 
Br. C. G. Person, Moderator, and Br. P. Morse, 
Clerk. Adjourned to attend publick service. 
ORDER OF THE MORNING SERVICE. 
Introductory prayer by Br. D. Skinner.— 
Sermon by Br. A. Wood. Text, Matthew 











_ xxiii, from the 29th verse, to the end of the 


chapter. Concluding prayer by Br. C. G. 
Person. 
; MET IN COUNCIL. 

Appointed Brs. P. Morse and A. Wood a 
committee to receive requests for ietters of fel- 
lowship or ordination during the present ses- 
sion of this body. 

Heard and approved the report of the com- 
mittee of discipline for the last year. Ad- 
journed for publick worship. 

ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE, P. M. 

Introductory prayer by Br. P. Morse.— 
Sermon by Br. O. A. Brownson, Text, Prov. 
iv. 7. Concluding prayer by Br. A. Wood. 

MET IN COUNCIL. 

Heard the reports of delegates, and read the 
letters from the several societies represented in 
our council. Adjourned till eight o’clock 
Thursday morning. Prayer by Br. O. A. 
Brownson. 

Met Tuorspay morning according to ad- 
journment. Prayer by Br. C. G. Person. 

Appointed Brs. C. G. Person and P. Morse 
a committee of discipline for the ensuing year. 

Appointed Br. C. G. Person a visiting com- 
mittee to attend the next session of the Cayuga 
Association, and also to attend the next session 
of the Genesee Association. Appointed Br. 
A. Wood a visiting committee to attend the 
next session of the St. Lawrence Association. 

Voted, that Brs. C. G. Person, P. Morse, J. 
C. Foster, and J. Mendell, be a delegation to 
attend the next session of the Universalist 
Convention of this State, to be holden at Uti- 
ca on the second Wednesday in May next. 

Voted, that the revised constitution of this 
body, proposed by the committee appointed 
last year for that purpose, be received and a- 
dopted. Adjourned for publick service. 
ORDER OF THE MORNING SERVICE, THURSDAY. 

Introductory prayer by Br. C. G. Person. 
Sermon by Br. O. A. Brownson. Text, Prov. 
xix. 3. Concluding prayer by Br. D. Skinner. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Introductory prayer by Br. P. Morse. Ser- 
mon by Br. D. Skinner. ‘Text, 1 Corrinth. 
iii. 19. Cencluding prayer by Br. C. G. Per- 
on. 





MET IN COUNCIL. 

Voted, that this council approve of the re- 
commendation of the central association. at 
their last session, relative to the publication of 
pamphlets.* 

Voted, that Br. P. Morse.be aco 
committee to co-operate with the editorial com- 
mittee of the central associatien on the said 
subject. , 

Voted, that Br. A. Wood prepare the min- 
utes of this body for publication, and accom- 
pany the ‘same with « circular letter. Also, 
that the respective Editors of the Evangelical 
Magazine, and Gospel Adgpcate, be requested 
to publish the same in their:papers. 

Voted, to adjourn this body to meet in the 
village of Antwerp, Jefferson County, N. Y. 


' on the second Wednesday and following Thurs- 


day in June, 1830. Prayer at the adjourn- 
ment by Br. O. A. Brownson. 
C. G. PERSON, Moderator. 

P. MORSE, Clerk. 

THE CIRCULAR. 

The Black River Association of Universa- 
lists: To the brethren and sisters of like pre- 
cious faith, grace, mercy and peace, from God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

BELOVED IN THE Lorp: In addressing you 
on this interesting occasion, we greatly rejoice 
in the manifested goodness of our heavenl 
Father, who, by his special favour to matters 
enableth us to state to you that our annual con- 
vocation was attended with the tokens of Di- 
vine approbation. The business.of the eoun- 
cil was conducted satisfactorily, in the spirit 
of christian friendship and cordiality. The 
reports from the several societies were enceur- 
aging, and evinced that though the prevalence 
of the glorious light of the divine truth of im- 
partial and unfimited grace, with its. salutary 
and benign influence, be riot as rapid as the 
benevolent mind most fervently desires, yet 
its progress is steady, firm ang effectual. 

Our publick meetings for social worship 
were well attended, and the apprepriate and 
salutary instructions, admonitions, and conso- 
lations, administered by the heralds of salva- 
tion, were joyfully received by the serious, de- 
voted and attentive audience. And our part- 
ing was accompanied with the most tender 
emotions of glowing friendship and censequent 
regret. . 

Dear Brethren—the glorious prospect of the 
final, powerful, sin-consuming, soul-saving, and 
universally reconciling influence.and conse- 
quent glory of the gospel of impartial grace, 
demand our most devout gratitude and adora- 
tion towards the Divine Author of our being, 
Eternal Father of our spirits, and never fail- 
ing source of all our mercies. 
~ ‘*We enter our vote against this measure. We are 
willing mankind should be enlightened, but we can- 
not consent to build up again what we have been pul!- 
ing down.—[Ep, Gos, Apy. 





For the manifestation of the pure desires to | 
yield a cheerful compliance to the above de- | 
mand, we invite, 1st—Our Ministering Breth- 
ten to be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, putting on the whole armour of 
God. To be steadfast and unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, for 
as muchas you know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. And although discour- 
aging aspects may present their terrifick fronts, 
and privations, with their attendant menacing , 
and perplexing cares, press upoa your ardent 
glowing benevolent souls, and render bitter 
and painful your otherwise delightful services ; 
still, brethren, struggle on and faint not, for in 
due time ye shall reap in joy, from that which | 
you have sown in tears. To repress murmers 
and unite cheerful perseverence in your la- 
bours of love, listen to the relations of our 
venerable fathers in the ministry of reconcili- 
ation. What oppositions, slanders, labours, 
and privations they enconntered! and how 
have they triumphed over a load of woes! 
and how do our hearts vibrate while they,with 
cheeks bedewed with crystal drops, which be- | 
speak their uputterable emotions of grateful ; 
pleasures in view of the success of their inde- , 
fatigable labours of love, detail their past 
scenes and present prospects! And under what | 
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ministerial labours depends on the united ex- 
ertions of the great body of believers. You 
may aid, brethren and sisters, in this blessed 
cause by your exemplary lives. By cultivat- 
ing peace and unity in your several societies, 
and, as far as practicable, with allmen: by 
cherishing kind and charitable sentiments to- 
wards those who differ from us in religious 
opinions: by dealing justly, loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with God: by your zealous 
and punctual attendance on the preached word, 
and on other meetings for social worship. For 
when the servant of Jesus and of his church 
enters the place of publick worship, and casts 
his eyes over the devoted spot ; if, instead of 
beholding the seats occupied by serious, anx- 
ious and cheerful expectants, he meets the re- 
pelling and soul-damping tokens of cold inat- 
tention, empty seats, and naked walls, an un- 
controllable reluctance pervades at once his 
friendly (and under different appearances) ar- 
dent spirits: and thus the generous, faithful 
few, who do attend, are deprived in part ‘of 


_ that sublime feast which they had a right to 


expect, and probably would have realized, had 
not the paralizing effects of inattentive (though 
otherwise valuable) members, checked ‘the 
flowing stream of delightful and instructive 
communications of the speaker. Whereas, or 





mere favourable circumstances do they and |,the contrary, when a brother in the ministry, 
their successors now with pleasure proclaim | on entering the house of worship, beholds in 
the world’s salvation ! Or turn your oppressed | every direction the apparently wishful, hungry 
attention to the toils and sufferings, sorrows | multitude waiting with solicitude to receive 
and perseeutions, of the Great Captain of our | the sacred message, his devoted soul and cheer- 
Salvation, and of his immediate followers ; and | ful tongue attuned harmoniously, catching fire 
then view the thousands now perishing for | from the holy altar, pour forth the bread and 
lack of knowledge. And glance your thoughts | water of life, which, by diligent application 
to the future, when in the decline of life you | in research, and judicious selection, he has 
may derive the sweetest consolations from the | culled from the inexhaustible treasures of 
remembrance of the past fervent desires and | wisdom and knowledge—the sacred scriptures. 
toils, and the then present satisfactory testimo- | And, lastly, by your friendly pecuniary sup- 
nials of the beneficent success which shall plies. We do not wish to see our preachers 
have attended and crowned your patient per- | basking in earthly splendour aud pleasures, 
severing exertions, for the promotion of the | nor their families flaunting in gaudy show of 
best interests of your fellow nature ; pushing | vanity, nor together wallowing in deleterious 
forward your exulting contemplations, tillthey | luxury, thereby rendering themselves worse 
arrive at the august period so often glanced at | than useless. But “the labourer is certainly 
by the ancient servants of God, when every | worthy of his meat.” And, “thou shalt not 
knee shall bow; when all things shall be re- | muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn :” 
conciled ; when God shall finish transgression, | much less the ox that breaketh up the ground 
and make an end of sin; and when all flesh | to receive the seed. If every member of our 
shall see the salvation of God. When his, body bestows the mite which he or she can 
own soft hand shall wipe the tears from every | spare without any injury to him or his family, 
weeping eye; and pains, and groans, and / in something that would sustain nature, our 
griefs, and fears, and death itself, shall die. | ministermg brethren would be relieved from 

And, in view of these all important subjects, | perplexing cares and depressing anxieties ; and 
we invite the attention of the brothers and sis- | their min‘Js, thus liberated, could soar to the 
ters who love the truth and rejoice in the sublime regions of Divine Revelation, con- 
hope of the final emancipation of all the wide tained in the Bible, and froma that exalted em- 














spread family of man from sin and guilt, errour 
and griefs, doubts and fears, to a serious reflec- 
tion on the importance of union and co-opera- ' 
tion in the glorious work of universal reforma- | 


tion. Much, very much of the success of our | 
‘ 


inence could point the anxiously enquiring 


‘ traveller to the emaculate, boundless ocean of 


unmingled goodness, light and truth ; and would 
be enabled to give to each and to all their por- 
tion in due season. 
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Finally, Brethren, farewell. Be perfect ; | cipline, to consist of not more than three of its 


he of good comfort ; live in peace ; and the 
God of love and peace shall be with you. 
By order. A. WOOD. 
CONSTITUTION 
ADOPTED JUNE, A. D. 1829. 

Article 1st. This Association shall be known 
and distinguished by the name of the Black 
River Association of Universalists. 

Art. 2d. It shall be the duty of this Asso- 
ciation to hold an annual session according to 
previous adjournment. 

Art. 3d. The boundaries of the @ounties 
of Jefferson, Lewis, and Oswego, shall form 
the proper boundaries of this Association, ex- 
cept in cases wherein societies or churches of 
our order, within the borders of adjacent coun- 
tics, shall deem it a privilege to connect them- 
selves with us. 

Art. 4th. It shall be the duty of every 
church and society conjoined, and of every 
society wherein no church has been formed, 


.« belonging to this Association, to appoint two 


delegates to attend each annual session of this 
body ; which delegates, on presenting a cer- 
tificate from the clerk of their respective soci- 
eties, shall be considered members of the coun- 
cil. 

If any society shall fail to appoint their an- 
nual delegation, it shall become their duty to 
represent their religious condition to this body 
by letter. 

Art. 5th. If any joint church and society, 
or society only, shall fail to represent, them- 
selves to this body for three successive years, 
such church and society, or society only, shall 
be considered no longer in fellowship with this 
Association. 

Art. 6th. All ministers of the gospel, re- 
siding within the limits of this body, having 
the fellowship of this or any other Universa- 
list Association, shall be considered ex officis 
members of the council. 

All Gniversalist ministers not residing with- 
in the limits of this Association, may be re- 
ceived as members of its council by vote. 

Art. 7th. Each member of the council 
shall be entitled to one vote, and all matters, 
except the alteration or amendment of this 
Constitution, shall de determined by a majority. 

Art. 8th. The business of the Association, 
when assembled, shall be, to choose a Mode- 
rator, a Clerk, and other officers if necessary ; 
examine the state of churches and societies 
within its jurisdiction; extend fellowship to, 
or withdraw it from societies ; appoint com- 
mittees on particular subjects; hear and receive 
or reject their reports; receive requests from 
ministering brethren for letters of fellowship 
or ordination ; grant or refuse the same, and 
adopt such other measures as may be thought 
conducive to the general prosperity of Zion. 

Art. 9th. It shall be the duty of this Asso- 
ciation annually to appoint a committee of dis- 








members, whose duty it shall be to hear com- 


| plaints brought against any preacher be 


to this body ; and such committee shall be em- 
powered to suspend, at their discretion, a 
preacher, charged with immoral conduct, from 
the fellowship of this Association, until its 
next succeeding session, and notify the pub- 
lick accordingly. 

Art. 10th. In all cases of personal diffieul- 
ty between ministering brethren, or between 
a ministering brother and any church or socie- 
ty in fellowship with this body, the respective 
parties shall have the privilege of settling their 
differences by means of a mutual couneij ; but 
if the above specified method ‘be found im- 
practicable, they may refer the matter to the 
committee of discipline ; and said committeé 
shall examine and try the case, and make their 
report at the next session of this body. 

Art. 11th. Any person who shall be in fel- 
lowship with this Association as a preacher; of 
the gospel, who shall discontinue his publick 
ministry during three successive years, shall 
be considered no longer in fellowship with this 
body ; always excepting those cases, in which 
a ministering brother shall discontinue his pub- 
lick labours on account of sickness or age. 

Art. 12th. Any person, in order to receive 
the fellowship of this association as a preacher 
of the gospel, must have preached in en ac- 
ceptable manner six months, and must possess 
an unblemished moral character: and every 
preacher must have been apapproved labourer 
in the ministry for six months afterthe reeep- 
tion of his letter of fellowship, before he can 
receive ordination ; which may be conferred at 
the annual session of this body, or by a coun- 
cil appointed for that purpose, by the church 
or society over which he is to be ordained. 

Art. 13th. No member of the council shall 
withdraw from its deliberations without the 
permission of the Moderator. 

Art. 14th. This Association disclaims all 
authority to pass any further censure upon any 
individual, church, or society, except that of 
withdrawing fellowship. 

Art. 15th. Any alterations or amendments 
may be made in this Constitution, which shall 
be sanctioned by two thirds of the members 
of the council, at any annual session. 








FATE.—a FRAGMENT. 

And what is Fate.that we attribute to it what- 
ever we are often compelled to suffer? Life 
is often a bitter curse, but to whom? and why 
is itso? When life was a slave to boyish fancy, 
Ihad dreams ; scenes of bliss were presented, ; 
filled with a thousand beauties to captivate an 
unchastened imagination. Twas then I pain- 
ted life a velvet lawn, and the path I was to 
walk, leading through a beautiful landscape, 
dotted with woodlands, cultivated fields, flow- 
ery meads, verdant pastures, where the peace- 
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ful herds and flocks were grazing.—The mur- 


muring brook was not forgotten, and the rural 
cettage surrounded by the honeysuckle and 
the woodbine, with the adjacent grove where 
the birds warbled their soft notes. And the 
friend whose soul was my own, or one dearer 
than friend, and the choice books—all were in 
re dreams. Time was to pass in uninterrup- 
ted delight—no cloud was ever to obscure the 
glory of the sun, and the moon was always, at 
night, to shine in her silver brightness.—I was 
to live in an eternal paradise. 

The romance of youth fled before the light 
of experience, and reality strongly belied those 
early dreams. The light and dancing form of 
pleasure vanished, and the poetry of life was 


degraded to zober prose. Man, who was in nty | 


dreams, all sensibility and disinterestedness, 


whose heart breathed in his words, whose soul | 


was at the service of his friend, was a cool, cal- 
culating selfish being, absorbed in his ewn in- 
terest, and even woman, though always a line 
of poetry amid a world of prose, and a magick 
being, still was not the perfect celestial suppo- 
sed. 

And there came—I know not what, but a 
sternnessof feature over the face of things, and 
I looked on life with other eyes, heard with 
other ears, and seemed to judge with other sen- 
ses. There was bitterness in the cup I drank ; 
a painful sensation sometimes troubled the 
heart, I knew not why. There were some I 
loved,—they departed. Some tender ties still 
entwined, 


mine. I wished them happy. Stern unyield- 
ing poverty came—the cottage lost its charms. 
Separation came, distance, doubt, suspension, 
a fever of the brain, interna} anguish not to be 
described-—the fitful gleams of hope came but 
to darken despair which followed. 

A dungeon held me—no crime had I com- 
mitted—others were dying around me—my 
death was near, the warrant wassigned. Ma- 
levolence taunted, ignorance mocked. The 
philosopher spake of his concatenation of cau- 
ses and effects, of the laws of nature, and fit- 
ness of things. I had been forced from the path 
I ought to have walked, consequently what 
came, could not be avoided. Others said it 


was fate, a non descript of which I never could | 


understand aught. The Optimist would con- 
sole me by saying all was for the best—that my 
pain heightened my pleasure, that had I never 


been miserable I should never had known my | 


happiness ; that my being deprived of freedom, 
pov me realize what I enjoyed when I had 


my liberty ; that if I escaped I should remem- | 


ber what I suffered, and would feel greatful for 
my escape. If I died I should be delivered 
from more suffering. The religionist told me 
it was a blessed trial sent from a merciful Fa- 
ther, and I should be rewarded hereafter. The 
moralist said it was owing to my ewa miscon- 


duct. 


ere were lives depeadanton mine, | 
hearts whose pulsations were to correspond to | 


The,answers were all no doubt very satisfac- 
tory to those who gavethem. I concluded the 
fault was in the state of the mind; for if the 
mind be right we may enjoy ourselves in a 
dungeon, as well as in a palace, al! depends 
onthe mind. But—I could never bring the 
mind to be reconciled to unpleasaut things. I 
therefore said, “‘ keep the mind happy, and you 
will never suffer ;” but Fate, evil genius, seems 
to prevent the mind from being right when the 
body is not where we wish it. SENEX. 








To Elder Ichabod Clark, of Scipio: 

Rev. Sir—You will excuse me for thisun- 
expected address, when | assure you that no- 
thing short of a sincere wish to elucidate truth 
and expose errour, could have prmpted me 
at this time, to call your attention to review 
some arguments that you advanced on the first 
Sabbath in June, from Ist Cor. xiii 9. “ But, 
when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away.” In view 
of the subject, you define the imperfections of 
the human mind, in all the deformity peeuliar 
to its nature. You tell ushow very imperfect 
are all our views of God. You tell us, that the 
Saint, that the Philosopher, even all of them 
since the foundation of the world, have been 
veiled asin the shadow of night, and have per- 
ceived but a faint dawn of the approaching 
day —clothed in imperfection, they knew not 
God, nor the perfections of Heaven—you de- 
plore the miserable situation of the whole 
world ; their sins and imperfections are -paint- 
ed in tee most gloomy colours. We know not 
ourselves—we know not our nearest and most 
intimate connexions, &c. You then go on to 
describe perfection. You define God, heaven, 
and all the ransomed sons of Zion; tell us all 
| their perfections: you tell us that the blessed 

sons of God shall there receive perfect light, 
| that when heaven receives them, the veil shall 
| be taken from before their eyes; they shall 
| then see, with perfect clearness, the whole 
| kingdom and glory of God. Fvery star, and 
the whole planetary system, wi!l be more famil- 
liar, and better understood, than can be descri- 
bed in this imperfect world,—that heaven is a 
place of perfect happiness ; that all things con- 
spire to augment the felicity of the righteous, 
and nothing can in the least mar the enjoy- 
ments of any. This is all very well, but 
what follows? Saints can look from those bliss- 
ful mansions, into the very depths of hell, 
There they car see sinners writhing in despair, 
' where hope can never come; there they can 
' behold their nearest relations, their once lovely 
and affectionate companions ; those with whom 
their hearts twined with the fondest delight— 
behold them in all the agonies of bell, im the 
vast reservoir of the wrath of an angry God, 
fraught with fire unquenchable, where nothing 
can be heard but the shrieks of the damned 
and the howling of demons! O ye saints of 
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Heaven, is this your joy unspeakable and full 
of glory! All this the saints can behold and 

perfectly happy, they are fully reconciled 
and so completely changed that they glory and 
rejoice as much in witnessing the damned in 
Hell as the blessed in Heaven. O ye ortho- 
dox comforters! this is your heart-cheerin 
doctrine ! this is teaching the love of God she 
abroad. in the hearts of men! this is your 
teachings of Christ’s word and doctrine! this is 
showing forth the examples of that love we 
should have one fur another! 

I usk the question and wish to be answered, 
how afé we to look on saints in this world? 
what disposition do they possess? do they re- 
joice at the miseries of the world? do they glo~ 
ry in suffering humanity? are they happy 
while others weep? do we call this the God- 
like love of a Christian? is this the manner in 
which you define charity in the fore part of 
your discourse? how do you reconcile your 
diseourse in its various points? by what pow- 
er has your mind become so much more illu- 
minated than all the Saints and Philosophers 
that have gone before you? You told us how 
very imperfect they all were, how little they 
knew of God, of Heaven and of Hell ; you then 
proceed to define in positive terms the exact 
character of God, the situation of Heaven, the 
perfections and even views of its inhabitants, 
and the very extent of Hell with all its horrors ; 
this is more than all other Saints and Philoso- 
phers could do. They could not scan the per- 
feetions of Deity ; they could not penetrate the 
hidden treasures of his will, while they were 
clothed in this tabernacle of clay. Bui this is 
a new era, this is a day of special visitation, 
behold we have seen a man that could tell us 
all these things. Now I want this man to tell 
us more, let him inform us how all those im- 
perfect Saints can go to Heaven, so long as 
there is no change of character after death? 
Heaven is a place of perfection—no unclean 
thing can enter there—the Saints must appear 
without blemish ; their garments completely 
white, witbout the least spot or pollution, per- 
fected in every sense of the word. How will 
the imperfect Saints over get there without a 
change ? 

Here I might have closed but a more recent 
discottrse on the new birth needs some com- 
ment, the words selected are in the gospel of 
John, 3d ch. 7th verse, “‘ Marvel not that I say 
unto thee ye must be born again.” In descri- 
bing this birth, you say, “it is bringing man 
back into his primitive state, into that state in 
which he was created—that it is not being 
made new, but being completely changed and 
all must be effected in this world.” Now let 
us reason together Mr. Clark, let us examine 
the subject in its true light. If man is brought 
back into that perfect state in which he was 
first created and is completely changed while 
in this world how can he any longer sin.— 
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What does*Christ mean when he tells of send- 
ing the Comforter, that when he the spirit of 
truth is come he will guide yow into all truth? 
If they are guided into al! truth they must cer- 
tainly be free from errour. John in his first 
Epistle, 2d chapter, 9th verse, is a little more 
explicit—‘* Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him and 
he cannot sin because he is born of God.”— 
You say ia your remarks, “ that it is the duty 
of the Christian to pray. and that they always 
pray in faith,” but I ask what faith do they 
manifest when they pray that the grace of God 
may be shed abroad in every heart; believin 

at the same time that three-fourths of the hu- 
man family willbe eternally damned? If they 
believe that God in his will and providence 





has determined that a part of the family of man _ 


shal] suffer endless burnings they ought to pray 
for it, and if they were so wonderfully reeon- 
ciled to his will they would limit their prayers 
to the chosen few, but our divines are more lib- 
erat than their God, they mourn over the awfal 
destinies of Man, they suffer persecution and 
would even death itself, if they could be the 
meaus of bringing one soul to glory. Nothing 
is wanting in the pious Fathers of the Church, 
but power to save every son and daughter of 
Adam. What a blessing it would be if their 
God was half so good, for he has all power to 
will and to do, yet some must perish eternally, 
their prayers of faith to the contrary notwith- 
standing. How many tears of bitter anguish 
would have been saved and even rivers of blood 
if you had only been reconeiled to your God 
and let all those Infidels and reprobates go to 
hell according to God’s appointment! But you 
are not satisfied with that,»you have ever been 
striving to destroy heresy, to redeem mankind, 
and consequently frustrate the whole plan of 
your angry God. You further say, “they do 
not repent until after they have received the 
new birth” and to impress it more forcibly you 
repeat it and wish not to be misdnderstood, 
now I ask and wish to be answered, if they 
are born of God before repentance, why is it 
necessary to repent afterwards? And after they 
are perfected in Christ what do they do to re- 
pent of. Please to answer the above and 
oblige yours respectfully. Marcus. 
PROPOSAL, By T. Fisx, 

For publishing by subscription, in the city of New- 
York, a Treatise on Divine Government, by Dr.South- 
wood Smith, from the fourth Lendon edition. 

This work is too well known to the Ameri- 
can public to need any recommendation. It 
will be printed on good paper, with new type. 
The volume will contain from three to four hun- 
dred pages, 12mo, and. will be afforded for $1 
bound. Agents who forward five dollars, will 
receive six copies. The work will be git to 
press immediately. Depositaries will be estab- 
lished in all the principal towns in the country. 
Orders may be addregsed to’F. Fisk, N. Y. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Se 


SSS 


eee 











226 


Br. Fisk of the New-York Gospel Herald, 
is requested to notice in his paper, that the 
sermon from L. S. Everett, published in his 
13th No., was first published in the 6th No. of 
the Gospel Adyocate. He is requested to do 
this because he informed his readers that Br. 
Everett was engaged as a contributor for the 
Herald, and that two sermons were expected 
from him soon. We have authority for saying 
Mr. Everett has never engaged to contribute 
for Mr. Fisk’s paper, and we think Mr. F. has 
not taken the proper course to make his rea- 
ders believe so. The Religious Inquirer also 
copied the same without giving us credit. We 





always intend to give credit to the papers frem 


which we extract. 


We insert in this No. the last of the four 
sermons from Br. Rayner on Math. xxv 46. 
We trust our readers have been amply rewar- 
ded for reading them. We think we could not 
have offered the sincere Chrisian, desirous of 
information, on a long contested point, a more 
acceptable treat; and though our engagement 
was to publish original sermons, we think uo 


apologies necessary for having published these 


from the Religious Inquirer. 





We hope soon to be able to go on with our | 


Essays, and particularly to pay some attention 
to our Orthodox friends. We almost fear they 
will think themselves neglected. Sometimes we 


almost fear we have given them reason to think | 


we disregard them. But we do not. We have 


had an eye on their measures, and we have | 
watched their proceedings. They seein almost | 


desperate. Dr. Ely has come out and said he 
“did not mean so.” He says he does not want any 
one of the religious denominations of this coun- 
try to have their tenets established by law. It 
is very well. We are glad if he does not. But 
the Dr. has forfeited our confidence. He must 
perform a lustration for his character, or he 


will ere long find it condemned to lasting | 


infamy. 

We have never supposed the Orthodox were 
for having their religion established by law, 
at least uot immediately ; but it is by certain 
artificial means to overwhelm publick senti- 
ment, and to place themselves in the capacity 
of dictators. They wish to govern the ballot 
boxes, that every man in office shall be obedi- 
ent tothem. They petitioned to have the mail 
stopped on the Sabbath ; not because they fear- 
ed that God would be angry at the rolling of 


the carriage wheels on that day, but simply that | 


they might have a post, a rallying point, around 
which they could collect the people. They 
doubtless never expected to succeed. But on 
their failure they could tell the publick what 
they lost by having Infidel rulers. This would 
bring to mind the ballot-boxes—vote for none 
but Orthodox. 


The clergy are trying hard to have the peo- | 


GOSPEL 


ADVOCATE. 


| ple receive their views of government and po- 

liticks from them. You must have your reli- 

gious celebration on the fonrth of July, where 

none but clergymen shall officiate, that what- 
| ever political sentiment is advanced, shall be 
| seascned with due regard to the clergy, that 
| they may become our only instructors im things 
| spiritual and temporal. Who does not discover 
| their craft? They are to work more silently, 
| but more dangerously. Theymust be watched. 
Watch, therefore watch!’ 





Irom the Remember Me, for 1829. 
THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 
BY REV. G. W. DOANE. 

“ And Jesus litted up his eyes and said, Father, | 
| thank thee that thou hastheard me. And I knew that 
| thou hearest me always: but because of the people 
which stand by, I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me. And when he had thus spoken, he 
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he 
' that was dead came forth.” 





| There was a voice of wailing 

In Bethany that day, 

And darkly on that mournful home 

The cloud of sorrow lay, 

And deeply was the fount of griel 
In woman’s bosom stirred, 

And thickly fell its bitter drops 

| In each low murmured word : 

} For never from that blessed source 
Of perfectness above, 

Was shed on earth a purer joy, 
Than in a sister’s love; 

And never pours the bursting heart 
A deeper, darker flow, 

Than o'er a brother’s coffined clay— 

j A sister’s sacred woe. 


There was a voice o! joytalness 
In Bethany that day, 

And brightly on that happy home 
Tie sun of gladness lay, 

And deeply was the fount of joy 
In woman’s bosom stirred, 

And fervent rose its grateful praise, 
In cach exuiting wor! 

For purer, tuller, holier streams, 
Than in a sister's love, 

Flowed never from that blessed fount 
Of gerfectness above; 

And deeper warmer, gushing tears, 
On cari: were never 

Than fell that day upon his neck— 
The rescued from the dead. 

Ob! ever thus, on those who love, 
Aud humbly serve the Lord, 

His bleszings and his chastisemenis 
In mingled streams are poured : 

His chastisements to bring to earth 
Fach thought and purpose igh; 

His blessings to lift up our hearts 
To him above the sky. 

Then who, whate’ar betide, will doubt 

That ali disposing arm, 

| Which guides our feet to every good, 

| And guards irom every harm ; 

Since sorrow like that darkest hour 

| That just precedes the day, 

Is only sent to fit our hearts 

} 

| 


shed, 


For joy’s unclouded ray ! 


oo 
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